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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-23 Pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The term "approximately" in claim 9 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "approximately" is not defined by the claim, the specification does 
not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in 
the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

. (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1-8, 11, 13, 15-17, and 19-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Czerwinski et al. ("Visualizing Implicit Queries For Information Management and 
Retrieval", CHI '99, 15-20 May, 1999, ACM, Pages 560-567 and referred to hereinafter as Czerwinski). 

As per Claims 1 and 15, Czerwinski discloses a method and computer readable 
medium comprising: associating a keyword with a first user interface area (i.e. "Implicit 

Queries are generated automatically, based on the current focus of the user's attention. In our system, 
the web page that the user has currently selected is the basis for queries launched implicitly in the 
background. . . Web pages that are similar to the currently selected page are then highlighted to aid users' 
organization and use of their web information space. " The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that 
context from the currently active window (e.g. keywords) are associated with the currently active window 
in order to forma query.) (Page 562, Paragraph 3); receiving a signal indicating that the first 

user interface area is inactive and a second user interface area is active (i.e. "When the 
user clicks on a page stored on the Data Mountain, the page is animated forward to a preferred viewing 
position, as shown in Figure 1. When in the preferred viewing position, another click will put the page 
back on the Data Mountain in its last known location." The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that 
the window may be switched, or moved, which would incorporate a signal indicating that the first user 
interface area is inactive and a second user interface area has become active.) (Page 561, Paragraph 6); 
and generating an implicit search query comprising the keyword (i.e. " implicit Queries are 
generated automatically, based on the current focus of the user's attention. In our system, the web page 
that the user has currently selected is the basis for queries launched implicitly in the background... Web 
pages that are similar to the currently selected page are then highlighted to aid users' organization and 
use of their web information space." The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that an implicit query is 
generated from the identified keywords to identify similar documents.) (Page 562, Paragraph 3). 
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As per Claim 2, Czerwinski discloses the first user interface area comprises a 
user interface window (i.e. "When the user clicks on a page stored on the Data Mountain, the page is 

animated forward to a preferred viewing position, as shown in Figure 1. When in the preferred viewing 
position, another click will put the page back on the Data Mountain in its last known location. " The 
preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the user interface area may be a window running a program.) 
(Page 561, Paragraph 2). . 

As per Claim 3, Czerwinski discloses the first user interface area is associated 
with a first application (i.e. "When the user clicks on a page stored on the Data Mountain, the page is 

animated forward to a preferred viewing position, as shown in Figure 1. When in the preferred viewing 
position, another click will put the page back on the Data Mountain in its last known location." The 
preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the user interface area may be associated with an application 
(e.g. Data Mountain).) (Page 561, Paragraph 2). 

As per Claim 4, Czerwinski discloses the keyword comprises a plurality of 
keywords (i.e. "The query consisted of whatever information was being read or typed into the current 
emacs buffer" The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the keywords may be multiple keywords 
(e.g. multiple words in a phrase being typed into a buffer).; (Page 562, Paragraph 8). 

As per Claim 5, Czerwinski discloses the first user interface area comprises a 
document (i.e. "The query consisted of whatever information was being read or typed into the current 
emacs buffer." The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the user interface may be an emacs text 
document. Also note that the text excerpts presented above in relation to the the previous claims indicate 
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that the first user interface area could be associated with a HTML document as well.) (Page 562, 
Paragraph 8). 

As per Claim 6, Czerwinski discloses the keyword comprises an attribute of an 
event (i.e. "We have initially applied this idea to interaction with documents on the Web, although the 

interaction technique could be applied to any electronic document management task ...Currently the Data 
Mountain is being used as an alternative to a web browser's favorites or bookmark mechanism. It should 
be understood that other forms of documents should work equally well in the new environment. " The 
preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the keyword could comprise an attribute of an electronic 
document management task, (e.g. and event).) (Page 561, Paragraphs 2-3). 

As per Claims 7 and 16, Czerwinski discloses identifying the keyword in the first 
user interface area (i.e. "Implicit Queries are generated automatically, based on the current focus of 
the user's attention. In our system, the web page that the user has currently selected is the basis for 
queries launched implicitly in the background. . . Web pages that are similar to the currently selected page 
are then highlighted to aid users' organization and use of their web information space. " The preceding 
text excerpt clearly indicates that the keywords are gleaned from/identified in the first user interface area.) 
(Page 562, Paragraph 3). 

As per Claims 8 and 17, Czerwinski discloses discontinuing use of the keyword 
after a period of time has elapsed (i.e. " Implicit Queries are generated automatically, based on the 
current focus of the user's attention. In our system, the web page that the user has currently selected is 
the basis for queries launched implicitly in the background... Web pages that are similar to the currently 
selected page are then highlighted to aid users' organization and use of their web information space. " 
The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that the use of the keywords will be discontinued and 
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replaced by new keywords after the user has switched focus to another document. Note that some 
period of time will occur between the creation and discontinuing of the keywords.) (Page 562, Paragraph 

3). 

As per Claims 9 and 19, Czerwinski discloses storing the keyword and a user 
interface area identifier in a memory (i.e. Note that any operation performed will have to store data 
in the a memory. For this particular application, it is necessary to store at least some indication of the 
user interface, which could be considered a user interface are identifier, and the keyword in memory in 
order to perform the desired task.). 

As per Claims 11 and 20, Czerwinski discloses receiving a result set associated 
with the implicit search query (i.e. "Implicit Queries are generated automatically, based on the 
current focus of the user's attention. In our system, the web page that the user has currently selected is 
the basis for queries launched implicitly in the background. . . Web pages that are similar to the currently 
selected page are then highlighted to aid users' organization and use of their web information space." 
The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates that a result set is received in response to the implicit queries 
and displayed to the user.) (Page 562, Paragraph 3); and causing the result set to be output (i.e. 
"Implicit Queries are generated automatically, based on the current focus of the user's attention. In our 
system, the web page that the user has currently selected is the basis for queries launched implicitly in 
the background... Web pages that are similar to the currently selected page are then highlighted to aid 
users' organization and use of their web information space." The preceding text excerpt clearly indicates 
that a result set is received in response to the implicit queries and displayed to the user.) (Page 562, 
Paragraph 3). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 10, 12, 18, and 21 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record neither teaches nor suggest the limitations of weighting or 
downweighting the measure of a result set of an implicit query based either entirely or in 
part on a period of time which has elapsed. 

7. Claims 14, 22, and 23 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record neither teaches nor suggest the limitations of weighting or 

downweighting the measure of a result set of an implicit query based either entirely or in 

part on a period of time which has elapsed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Hicks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2670. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30a - 5:00p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on (571) 272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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